
f-b
ffiIIffi.UrfrH

I  have been asked to wri te an art ic le on how to r ight a capsized
catamaran. 1 do not profess to be an expert  on the subject but I  must
admit I  have had just as much experience as the rest of  you.

Before becoming involved in the methodu t lrat I  use, I musl stress
that two important things have to be done to your Mossie before you
decide to capsize it .  First ly, the mas[ musl tre sealecl and secondly,
you must f i t  a r ighting rope system. I shouldn't have to rnake the
first poi,nt because it  is conpulsor:y, but there are a lot around wit l tout
' ;he :naet ulugged.

Do a quick bit of mathematics. The Mossie mast is approximately
7 .9 rnetres x 64mm x 61mm. Sy my calculat ion (  I  '11 give that in
another issue i" f  you wish),  the mast has a capaci ty of  31 l i t res or:
just over 6.8 gallons of water. Considering that water: weighs approx-
imately L0 lbs.  a gal lon,  that  means when your mast is fu l l  of  water
it  wei.ghs about 68 ibs. But that is not ttre total i ty of the situation.
When you'r:e trying to r ight the boat that mast is l ike a big leverwith
the boat as the fulcrum and you are on the short end of the lever
ttr ink about i t .  Now you have the incentive to plug the mast.

A r ight i  ng rope system is s impl e
cated to comrni t  to paper,  5o al l  I  can
f i t ted to a boa t  a nd e i  ther copy i t  or
You may only u$e i l -  once a sea sor-t  ,  i f
i t  wi  l l  make your job a lot  ea$ier.

The nexf th ing to do is tc:  swim
don ' t then you wi"ll either be \i/#rk i.ng
wil l  work for yclu ftnd hel;r r igtrt i t ,
*ther sid* agnin " By havi n$ ttre bc:ws

en{)ugh to f i t ,  but  i t  i  s  compl i -
$uggesit  is thrat you l  ook at or le
come up wi t  h your own desi"gn .

you a re I  ucky ,  but  when you do,

the bor, ,rs head tcl  wind. I  f  you
# ga i nrit the w i ncl, t;r th* w i.nd
snl V t*p t ip strft tght &v$ r '  t  he

lnto the winel  then th* s ia i ls  are

Now, haw do you r i .ght  l .he bloody thing when i t  does capsize? l f
you are quick enough and have a lot  o i '  luck you may be able to get
i t  up before i t  i r rverts completely but usual ly you're not that  quick,
are you? ' Ihe f i rst  thing to do is to make sure that your main sheet
and j ib sheets are f ree and not c leated. [ f  fhey are,  then you wi l l  be
atternpt ing to l i f t  a volume of  water the s ize of  those sai ls (125 sq. f t .
or  160 sq. f t )  mult ip l ied by the distance the sai l  is  under the water.
(You can work out the weight of  that  yourselves).
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also into the wind and it  won't hinder you it  may even assist by
gett ing sl ightly under the sail .  The advantage is that the boat is
luffed- up wtren you do right it and 'you dontt have the problem of
watching it sail off without you.

Nov comes the hardest part of al l  and the most frustrating. Get
the righting rope out and start leaning back on i. t .  The righting rope
should be in the vi.cinity of the forebeam and when you place your feet
on the hul l  make sure i t  is  where al l  the strength is ( i .e.  f rar i res).  l t
is  at  th is stage that you wi l l  curse the beaut i fu l  paint  job that you
spent al l  vinter doing because your feet wil l  sl ip and splash, you wil l
f inish back in the water.

I have no simple solution for this other than sheer perseverance.
However, eventually the sail  wil l  start to l i f t  frorn the water and at
this stage I have had great success in rnoving, forward on the hull .
This seems to cause the cats to sl ightly bury their noses and l i f t  the
transoms from the water and then f l ip upright *gain, My theory is that
ttrere is less surface area at the borr deck* than at the stern decks
and as such, the nose bur ies,  the t ransons l i f t  and the boat is
righted on the diagonal. That is to say that i f  you bury the starboard
bow the port stern wil l  l i f t  and the boat wil l  r ight i tself.

Well that 's i t .  I  hope it  is of assistance to someone. Righting an
upturned cat is something that we don' t  l ikc to th ink about and sorne-
thing \rte never practice. l t  can help you win a race or at least retain
your posit ion in the f leet. I  recall  .one bad year I had art Christ ies
Beach where I  was wel l  in the running for the bucket award. (Most
capsizes in a season).  On one of  the heavy days I  t ipped over and
had the boat r ighted in less than 30 seconds without losing a posit ion.
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r:cf.,  cn #i;c of ihose C:: i . f  ier:s pi:ac't ise i i ,  i i  may help you win

a race.

Bottoms up !
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