I have been asked to write an article on how to right a capsized
catamaran. | do not profess to be an expert on the subject but I must
admit 1 have had just as much experience as the rest of you.

Before becoming involved in the methods that | use, 1 must stress
that two important things have to be done to your Mossie before you
decide to capsize it. Firstly, the mast must be sealed and secondly,
you must fit a righting rope system. 1 shouldn't have to make the
first point because it is compulsory, but there are a lot around without
the—mast plugged.

Do a quick bit of mathematics. The Mossie mast is approximately
7.9 metres x 64mm x 6lmm. By my calculation (I'll give that in
another issue if you wish), the mast has a capacity of 31 litres or
just over 6.8 gallons of water. Considering that water weighs approx-
imately 10 lbs. a gallon, that means when your mast is full of water
it weighs about 68 ibs. But that is not the totality of the situation.
When you're trying to right the boat that mast is like a big lever with
the boat as the fulcrum and you are on the short end of the lever -
think about it. Now you have the incentive to plug the mast.

A righting rope system is simple enough to fit, but it is compli-
cated to commit to paper. So all 1 can suggest is that you look at one
fitted to a boat and either copy it or come up with your own design.
You may only use it once a season, if you are lucky, but when you do,
it will make your job a lot easier. :

Now, how do you right the bloody thing when it does capsize? If
you are quick enough and have a lot of luck you may be able to get
it up before it inveris completely but usually you're not that quick,
are you? The first thing to do is to make sure that your main sheet
and jib sheets are free and not cleated. If they are, then you will be
attempting to lift a volume of water the size of those sails (125 sq. ft.
or 160 sq. ft) multiplied by the distance the sail is under the water.
(You can work out the weight of that yourselves).

The next thing to do is to swim the bows head to wind. If you
don't then you will either be working against the wind or the wind
will work for you and help right it, only to tip straight over the
other side again. By having the bows into the wind then the sails are



also into the wind and it won't hinder you - it may even assist by
getting slightly under the sail. The advantage is that the boat is
luffed up when you do right it and you don't have the problem of
watching it sail off without you.

Now comes the hardest part of all and the most frustrating. Get
the righting rope out and start leaning back on it. The righting rope
should be in the vicinity of the forebeam and when you place your feet
on the hull make sure it is where all the strength is (i.e. frames). It
is at this stage that you will curse the beautiful paint job that you
spent all winter doing because your feet will slip and splash, you will
finish back in the water.

I have no simple solution for this other than sheer perseverance.
However, eventually the sail will start to lift from the water and at
this stage 1 have had great success in moving forward on the hull.
This seems to cause the cats to slightly bury their noses and lift the
transoms from the water and then flip upright again. My theory is that
there is less surface area at the bow decks than at the stern decks
and as such, the nose buries, the transoms 1lift and the boat is
righted on the diagonal. That is to say that if you bury the starboard
bow the port stern will lift and the boat will right itself.

Well that's it. 1 hope it is of assistance to someone. Righting an
upturned cat is something that we don't like to think about and some-
thing we never practice. 1t can help you win a race or at least retain
your position in the fleet. 1 recall one bad year 1 had at Christies
Beach where 1 was well in the running for the bucket award. (Most
capsizes in a season). On one of the heavy days 1 tipped over and
had the boat righted in less than 30 seconds without losing a position.
Se why not, on one of thosedrifiers praciise i, it may help you win
a race,

Bottoms up!
Alar



